


1 Contact Trees for Life or the John Muir Trust for access to the original report. 
2 Investing in wild venison marketing could increase profits from venison sales, further diminishing net costs of 
the National Deer Management Plan.
3 To enable full restoration and expansion of native woodlands and these more fragile habitats, deer 
management plans should be aiming for densities below 2/km2. 



4 To be conservative, we assumed deer fencing would incur 10% maintenance costs for the first 20 years after 
installation. We assumed that the fences would need to be replaced after year 20 on average and an additional 
10% was allocated for maintenance over that period. Note that additional deer management costs are not 
included in the overall costs for the deer fencing method. Real costs are therefore likely to be higher. 
5 To calculate ongoing costs of for the National Plan, we included maintenance cull costs after the initial 4-year 
cull period using an 80,000 per year cull figure. 
6 If the Scottish Government only funds the additional culling required to reach the target, they will only need to 
support the initial 4 years, after which the current cull figures of ~180,000 per year should be more than enough 
to cover the maintenance cull of 80,000 per year, which is why the last line in the table does not include ongoing 
costs. 



 

 

7 See Chapter 10 Rural Affairs, Land Reform & Islands - Scottish Budget 2025 to 2026. We assumed the FGS 
budget would remain at £53 million per year for the next 40 years, therefore incorporating an effective cut of 
3.5% per year every year. 
8 Scottish Government current total woodland creation target stands at 11,000 ha for 2025-26, or 110,000 over 
10 years.
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