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Adventure grant supports ambitious plan to 
survey Arctic charr habitat in the Cairngorms   
October 2026 

Samuel Poultney plans to survey remote lochans in the 
Cairngorms to assess their suitability as Arctic charr habitat. 

Aberdeenshire based Samuel Poultney (30) is a Restoration Officer on the River Dee who has a 
particular interest in rare freshwater fish – most notably Arctic charr and the freshwater lochs they 
inhabit.  

He aims to undertake self-led research by kayak, to increase understanding of known and potential 
Arctic charr habitat by accurately mapping previously uncharted hill lochs within the Cairngorms 
National Park. 

Samuel said: “I am delighted to receive the Des Rubens and Bill Wallace grant. It now means I can 
kick start long-held ambitions to survey remote, high altitude Scottish lochans for their suitability 
for Scotland’s aboriginal fish, the Arctic charr.  

“Little is known about these remote lochans, not even their depth, so shedding light on their 
physical characteristics could potentially support and sustain charr populations into the future.  

“This climate sensitive species needs to be conserved, even if it is seldom seen or heard about, and 
this will provide the first steps towards this goal.  

“I am looking forward to championing Arctic charr conservation.” 

The John Muir Trust, which administers the Des Rubens and Bill Wallace Grant, said: “The grant 
panel is delighted to support this research into Arctic charr habitat in the Cairngorms, and we look 
forward to reading Samuel’s report.” 

Samuel’s project is one of seven successful applications to the Des Rubens and Bill Wallace Grant in 
2026. This grant was established to give people the opportunity to seek out life-changing 
experiences in wild places in ways that will benefit both the person, and the wild places themselves. 
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The John Muir Trust is a UK-based conservation charity dedicated to protecting and enhancing wild 
places for the benefit of all. The Trust owns and cares for some of the UK’s most iconic landscapes, 
including Ben Nevis, Schiehallion, Sandwood Bay and areas within Skye, Knoydart and Assynt. The 
Trust also runs the John Muir Award, an inclusive environmental award scheme that encourages 
people of all backgrounds to connect with, enjoy, and care for wild places.  

About the Des Rubens and Bill Wallace Grant 

The grant commemorates two former Presidents of the Scottish Mountaineering Club, who each led 
inspiring and adventurous lives. It was set up to give others an opportunity to follow in their 
adventurous footsteps and experience wild places. Projects should have an educational or scientific 
component and benefit wild places. 

Bill Wallace died of heart failure in February 2007 while skiing in the Alps at the age of 73 with two 
artificial hips. 

Des Rubens was a popular teacher at Craigroyston High School in Edinburgh was killed in June 2016 
in an Alpine climbing accident at the age of 63. 

Grants are for £500 to £2,000 and open to UK applicants of all ages. Closing date for applications is15 
January each year. Further details on how to apply: https://www.johnmuirtrust.org/whats-
new/grants/des-rubens-and-bill-wallace-grant 
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